
The Parkinsonism Umbrella
What is Parkinsonism? 

An umbrella term for conditions sharing core movement
symptoms like slowness, stiffness, tremor & balance

issues. NOTE: it is not a condition on its own but is used
to describe this group of symptoms. 

Parkinson’s
The most common form of
Parkinsonism; typically starts
on one-side & responds well
to Levodopa. 

Secondary Parkinsonisn
Caused by external factors
like drug side effects or small
strokes; some forms may be
reversible e.g. 

Vascular Parkinsonism
Metabolic diseases, such
as Wilson’s disease
Endocrine diseases, such
as hypothyroidism
Heavy metals, such as
manganese
Infectious diseases, such
as Whipple’s disease
Normal pressure
hydrocephalus (NPH)
Drug-induced
Parkinsonisms (e.g.Toxins,
such as MPTP)
Repetitive head trauma

Atypical Parkinson’s
aka “Parkinson’s Plus” syndromes; doesn’t
responds well to Levodopa. 

Dementia with Lewy Bodies (DLB)
Progressive Supranuclear Palsy (PSP)
Multiple System Atrophy (MSA)
Corticobasal Degeneration (CBD)
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